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U. E. M. S.U. E. M. S.

Union Européenne des Médecins Union Européenne des Médecins 
SpécialistesSpécialistes

EuropeanEuropean Union Union ofof MedicalMedical
SpecialistsSpecialists

Umbrella organization of National Umbrella organization of National 
Associations of Medical Specialists Associations of Medical Specialists 
located in Brusselslocated in Brussels



1957 EEC

Treaty of Rome

Foundation of the UEMS in Foundation of the UEMS in 19581958
by the professional by the professional organiorganissationsations
of medical specialists of medical specialists ofof

BelgiumBelgium
FranceFrance
GermanyGermany
ItalyItaly
LuxembourgLuxembourg
the Netherlands



StructureStructure

National Medical AssociationsNational Medical Associations
Sections Sections and Boardsand Boards
EACCMEEACCME



National Medical National Medical 
AssociationsAssociations

2424 EU EU Full MembersFull Members

33 EEA EEA Full MembersFull Members

44 Associate MembersAssociate Members
11 Observer MemberObserver Member



National Medical National Medical 
AssociationsAssociations

Meet in the Meet in the Council Council of UEMSof UEMS
Parliament Parliament of the UEMSof the UEMS
Can adopt or endorse documents presented Can adopt or endorse documents presented 
by other organs by other organs of the UEMS of the UEMS to be to be 
distributed on to distributed on to the the National Medical National Medical 
AssociationsAssociations



StructureStructure

Management Management CouncilCouncil
National Medical AssociationsNational Medical Associations

Executive CommitteeExecutive Committee
PresidentPresident
TresurerTresurer
Liaison Liaison OfficerOfficer
Secretary GeneralSecretary General
4 4 Vice Vice -- PresidentsPresidents



ExecutiveExecutive
1st January 20061st January 2006

President : President : Dr. Dr. Zlatko Fras Zlatko Fras ((SloveniaSlovenia))
Tresurer Tresurer : : Dr. Vincent Dr. Vincent Lamy Lamy ((BelgiumBelgium))
Liaison Liaison Officer Officer : : Dr. Dr. Gerd Hofmann Gerd Hofmann ((GermanyGermany))
Secretary General Secretary General : : Dr. Dr. Bernard Bernard Maillet (Maillet (BelgiumBelgium))

Vice Vice President :President : Dr. Dr. Giorgio Berchicci Giorgio Berchicci ((ItalyItaly))
Dr. Edwin Dr. Edwin Borman Borman (U.K.)(U.K.)
Dr. Dr. Gunilla Brenning Gunilla Brenning ((SwedenSweden))
Dr. Dr. Zoltan Magyari Zoltan Magyari ((HungaryHungary))



Sections and BoardsSections and Boards

Are a Are a fundamental fundamental and and specific structurespecific structure
Are Are thethe backbonebackbone ofof thethe UEMSUEMS
Propose minimal training Propose minimal training schemes for schemes for 
specialisationspecialisation
Facilitate Facilitate the the harmonisation harmonisation of trainingof training
About 2000 About 2000 specialistsspecialists active in active in thethe workwork in in 
EuropeEurope



Sections and BoardsSections and Boards

3737 SectionsSections
SubsectionsSubsections
DivisionsDivisions
CommissionsCommissions

66 Multidisciplinary Multidisciplinary Joint Joint CommitteesCommittees



EEuuropeanropean
AccreditatAccreditatiion on 

BBoardsoards

Sections Sections andand/or /or BoardsBoards ofof thethe UEMSUEMS

AdvisoryAdvisory Bodies to EACCME :Bodies to EACCME :

EuropeanEuropean SpeSpeccialtyialty AccreditationAccreditation BoardsBoards



E A C C M EE A C C M E

Purpose UEMS policyPurpose UEMS policy

 Contribute to quality and Contribute to quality and 
harmonization of CME in Europeharmonization of CME in Europe

 To make life easier for our colleagues To make life easier for our colleagues 
by easing access to international CMEby easing access to international CME

 Developing quality guidelinesDeveloping quality guidelines
 Maintaining national authorityMaintaining national authority



Continuing Medical Education Continuing Medical Education 
(CME)(CME)

Maintenance of Academic Knowledge Maintenance of Academic Knowledge 
and Skillsand Skills



Continuing Professional Continuing Professional 
DevelopmentDevelopment (CPD)(CPD)

•• Means of Updating, Developing and Means of Updating, Developing and 
Enhancing how Doctors apply the Enhancing how Doctors apply the 
Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes 
required in their working lives.required in their working lives.

•• The Competence development The Competence development 
includes CME + Personal, Managerial, includes CME + Personal, Managerial, 
IT, Communication and Social skills.IT, Communication and Social skills.



Phases of Medical LifePhases of Medical Life
•• UndergraduateUndergraduate

•• 5 years average5 years average
•• Exam/AssessmentExam/Assessment

•• Specialist TrainingSpecialist Training
•• 5 years average5 years average

•• Exam/AssessmentExam/Assessment
•• Professional LifeProfessional Life

•• LifelongLifelong
•• Formal Requirement to show Formal Requirement to show 
CME/CPD activityCME/CPD activity



ProcedureProcedure

 Application formApplication form
 Quality Assurance of the activityQuality Assurance of the activity
 National approvalNational approval
 Normally for single events and Normally for single events and 

accreditation is granted only on a case accreditation is granted only on a case 
by case basisby case basis

 Confirmation of European AccreditationConfirmation of European Accreditation



ProcedureProcedure

 Proof of AttendanceProof of Attendance
 Quality requirementsQuality requirements
 Administrative expenses of EACCMEAdministrative expenses of EACCME
 Registration by the EACCMERegistration by the EACCME



Quality of CMEQuality of CME

 No scientific proof of efficacy of No scientific proof of efficacy of 
attending congresses, courses, attending congresses, courses, 
symposia by individual professionals.symposia by individual professionals.

 Abundant evidence of rapid Abundant evidence of rapid 
improvement of medical practice improvement of medical practice 
through utilisation of new developments.through utilisation of new developments.



Quality aspects CMEQuality aspects CME

Need orientationNeed orientation::
–– Definition learning objectivesDefinition learning objectives
–– Description target audienceDescription target audience
–– Assessment relevance CME objectsAssessment relevance CME objects
–– No accreditation promotional activitiesNo accreditation promotional activities
–– No accreditation useless activitiesNo accreditation useless activities



Quality Requirements CMEQuality Requirements CME

 Written statement learning objectivesWritten statement learning objectives
 Submitting full data providerSubmitting full data provider
 Disclosure potential conflict interestDisclosure potential conflict interest
 Attendance, mechanism for feedAttendance, mechanism for feed--backback
 Report, assessment by ProviderReport, assessment by Provider

NonNon--biased education, either biased education, either 
commercial or otherwisecommercial or otherwise



Mandatory CMEMandatory CME
AustriaAustria
CroatiaCroatia
FranceFrance
Germany  (in hospitals & practices)Germany  (in hospitals & practices)
Great BritainGreat Britain
HungaryHungary
IcelandIceland
ItalyItaly
The Netherlands (for specialists)The Netherlands (for specialists)
PolandPoland
SloveniaSlovenia
Switzerland (for specialists)Switzerland (for specialists)



CME/CPD recommended for CME/CPD recommended for 
doctors but voluntarydoctors but voluntary

BelgiumBelgium IrelandIreland
CyprusCyprus IsraelIsrael
Czech RepublicCzech Republic LuxembourgLuxembourg
DenmarkDenmark NorwayNorway
EstoniaEstonia PortugalPortugal
FinlandFinland SpainSpain
GreeceGreece SwedenSweden



Financing of CMEFinancing of CME
CME is paid by patientsCME is paid by patients

–– insurance premiumsinsurance premiums
–– hospital and other billshospital and other bills
–– fees of doctors and other professionalsfees of doctors and other professionals
–– taxestaxes
–– prices pharmaceutical productsprices pharmaceutical products
–– outside funding is the exceptionoutside funding is the exception



•• UEMS policy first defined in the UEMS UEMS policy first defined in the UEMS 
Charter on CME 1994Charter on CME 1994

•• A need for a system for the exchange of A need for a system for the exchange of 
CME credits at European level for countries CME credits at European level for countries 
where credit points are usedwhere credit points are used

•• The Management Council of the UEMS The Management Council of the UEMS 
decided to develop such a system in March decided to develop such a system in March 
19981998

E A C C M EE A C C M E



•• Gives European accreditation for Gives European accreditation for 
international CME events based on national international CME events based on national 
accreditation by relevant CME authority and accreditation by relevant CME authority and 
consultation with European speciality based consultation with European speciality based 
accreditation boards (e.g. EBAC for accreditation boards (e.g. EBAC for 
cardiology) and/or UEMS Specialist Sections cardiology) and/or UEMS Specialist Sections 
and Boardsand Boards

•• UEMS/EACCME has signed agreements on UEMS/EACCME has signed agreements on 
mutual recognition of CME events with mutual recognition of CME events with 
national accreditation authorities of several national accreditation authorities of several 
EU countries (Greece, Spain, Cyprus, Ireland)EU countries (Greece, Spain, Cyprus, Ireland)

E A C C M EE A C C M E



Shift to mandatory CME in Shift to mandatory CME in 
EuropeEurope

 Policy UEMS : CME is an ethical Policy UEMS : CME is an ethical 
obligation and should not be mandatoryobligation and should not be mandatory

 Voluntary CME is effective on macroVoluntary CME is effective on macro--
levellevel

 But, on individual level participation has But, on individual level participation has 
to be encouragedto be encouraged
Mandatory CME is not effective in the Mandatory CME is not effective in the 
weeding out of bad applesweeding out of bad apples



Effects Mandatory CMEEffects Mandatory CME
 Recognition CME credits by a National Recognition CME credits by a National 

Regulating body, preferably a Regulating body, preferably a 
professional bodyprofessional body

 Quality of CME activities is being Quality of CME activities is being 
assessed by a scientific body assessed by a scientific body 

End of freedom of CME providers End of freedom of CME providers 
to determine the content of their to determine the content of their 
programs themselvesprograms themselves



Requirements for European Requirements for European 
accreditationaccreditation

 Quality assessment by independent Quality assessment by independent 
professional organization, such as European professional organization, such as European 
Boards, national and European Societies Boards, national and European Societies 
(guidelines D 9908)(guidelines D 9908)

 Assessment and approval by the national Assessment and approval by the national 
CME regulating body of the country where CME regulating body of the country where 
the activity takes placethe activity takes place

 Guarantee of recognition of EACCME creditsGuarantee of recognition of EACCME credits

See UEMS Documents D 0134 and D 0140See UEMS Documents D 0134 and D 0140



What Activities are granted?What Activities are granted?

•• Currently:Currently:
•• Individual EventsIndividual Events

•• ConferencesConferences
•• Scientific MeetingsScientific Meetings

•• Future:Future:
•• CME ProvidersCME Providers

•• Enduring Materials Enduring Materials –– CD RomCD Rom
•• Internet CoursesInternet Courses



Event

Draft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

European
Accreditation Bodies

National Accreditation
Authorities

National

International



EventEvent

Draft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

National AccreditationNational Accreditation
AuthoritiesAuthorities

NationalNational

Evaluate the value of the meetingEvaluate the value of the meeting

Grant the credits according to the National rulesGrant the credits according to the National rules



EventEvent

Draft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

InternationalInternational

European Accreditation BodiesEuropean Accreditation Bodies
Evaluate the value of the meetingEvaluate the value of the meeting
Propose a number of creditsPropose a number of credits

National Accreditation AuthoritiesNational Accreditation Authorities
Accept the scientific evaluation by the UEMS Sections and BoardsAccept the scientific evaluation by the UEMS Sections and Boards
Apply the number of credits relating to the national rulesApply the number of credits relating to the national rules



AccreditationAccreditation

TTwwo mao majjor or partnerspartners in in thethe processprocess ::

 EuEurropopeean an SpecialistSpecialist AAccreditaticcreditatioon n 
BoardsBoards

 NatiNatioonalnal AccreAccreddiittaattion ion AuthoritiesAuthorities



ScientificScientific approvalapproval

DoneDone by by AccreditationAccreditation BoardsBoards ofof thethe
involvedinvolved specialtyspecialty ::

 UEMS Sections and/or BoardsUEMS Sections and/or Boards

 European Specialty Accreditation European Specialty Accreditation 
BoardsBoards



EuEurropopeean an SpecialistSpecialist
AAccreditaticcreditatioon n BoardsBoards

 Collaboration Collaboration betwbetweeen en thethe UEMS UEMS 
SSectiectioons ns andand thethe EurEuroopeanpean ScientificScientific
SocietiesSocieties in in thethe Field Field ofof thethe
SpecialisationSpecialisation

 SSectectiion or on or BoardBoard ofof thethe UEMSUEMS



NNaatitioonalnal AccreditatAccreditatiion on 
AuthorityAuthority

 MinistryMinistry ofof HealthHealth –– HealthHealth AuthorityAuthority
 MinistryMinistry ofof Social Social AffairsAffairs
 PProfessionalrofessional BodiesBodies
 MMedicaledical AAsssociationssociations
 UniversitiesUniversities
 NNotot eexistingxisting



OrganiserOrganiser

RequestRequest > > 3 3 monthsmonths

UEMS UEMS -- EACCMEEACCME

N.N.A.A.A.A. SectionsSections

EvaluationEvaluation < < 3 3 weeksweeks EvaluationEvaluation

UEMS UEMS -- EACCMEEACCME

CertificateCertificate ofof RecognitionRecognition

OrganiserOrganiser



SystemSystem ofof MutualMutual Recognition Recognition 
ofof GraduateGraduate Training in Training in 

EuropeEurope
PostgraduatePostgraduate training training isis differentdifferent

Goes Goes alongalong withwith knowledgeknowledge andand skillskill

IsIs dependingdepending on on thethe national national 
capacitiescapacities



Continuum Continuum GraduateGraduate --
PostPost--GraduateGraduate TrainingTraining

KnowledgeKnowledge isis notnot perpetualperpetual

KnowledgeKnowledge must must bebe implementedimplemented in in 
dailydaily practicepractice

A A goodgood collaboration collaboration betweenbetween thethe
AcademicAcademic andand thethe Professional Professional worldworld
isis fundamentalfundamental



ConclusionConclusion
Collaboration Collaboration betweenbetween thethe ScientificScientific
andand thethe Professional Organisations Professional Organisations isis
fundamentalfundamental

WeWe needneed eacheach otherother

WeWe have to have to collaboratecollaborate togethertogether as as 
equalequal partnerspartners in in thethe processprocess



SummarySummary

 HarmonisationHarmonisation
 SimplificationSimplification
 SameSame criteriacriteria
 TwoTwo major major partnerspartners ::

–– National National AccreditationAccreditation AuthorityAuthority
–– EuropeanEuropean AccreditationAccreditation BoardsBoards



CreditsCredits

Draft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

UEMS suggestionUEMS suggestion

FullFull creditscredits (E CME C)(E CME C)

No No weweiightedghted factorsfactors

TTrraansnsllationation ofof thesethese E CME C’s E CME C’s tto Natio Natioonalnal creditscredits cancan
ffololllowow tthhee rulesrules oof tf thhe National e National AccreditationAccreditation AuthoritAuthorityy

For instance :For instance : cacann have a have a maximmaximuumm
wweeightingighting factorsfactors cancan bebe intrintrooducedduced nationallynationally



EuropeanEuropean UnionUnion



GreaterGreater EuropeEurope



U.E.M.S.U.E.M.S.
 Union Européenne des Médecins Union Européenne des Médecins 

SpécialistesSpécialistes
 EuropeanEuropean Union Union ofof MedicalMedical SpecialistsSpecialists

www.uems.netwww.uems.net




