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HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK: 

* New ICD-9-CM Codes Take Effect 
* New To ACS Newsscope: PQRI Corner 
* "Meet the Expert" Luncheons to Foster Informal Discussion 
* Donate Your Old Loupes at the Clinical Congress 
* 2010-2012 Faculty Research Fellowships Available 
* Association for Academic Surgery Announces its Fall Courses 
* Free Practice Management Consults at Clinical Congress 
* Open Mike Session on Surgical Volunteerism at Clinical Congress 
* Surgery Oral Examination Course Scheduled for October 
* SGO Seeking Abstract Submissions for Annual Meeting on Women's CancerTM 
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NEW ICD-9-CM CODES TAKE EFFECT 

The American College of Surgeons would like to remind surgeons and their coding staffs that they need to start using the new International Classification of Diseases codes (2010 ICD-9-CM) on October 1, 2009. The new ICD-9-CM manuals are available from a variety of sources, including the American Medical Association at http://www.ama-assn.org and the American Academy of Professional Coders at http://www.aapc.com. Look for the books on their "bookstore" pages. In addition, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has posted a zip file for all new, deleted, and revised diagnosis codes for 2010 at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/icd9ProviderDiagnosticCodes/07_summarytables.asp. 

********************************************************************
 
NEW TO ACS NEWSSCOPE: PQRI CORNER 

Beginning with this issue of ACS NewsScope, "PQRI Corner," a regular, new feature related to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services' Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI), will be published on the first Friday of each month. Each article in the series will contain a fact, tip, or reminder to assist Fellows and their office staff in successful participation in the PQRI initiative. The first installment of "PQRI Corner" follows. Be sure to read ACS NewsScope at the beginning of each month for the latest helpful hint. 

PQRI CORNER 

One way to verify that a Medicare carrier is accepting the Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI) codes you submitted is to check the remittance advice. According to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), PQRI participants should look for the N365 (this procedure is not payable/it is for reporting/information purposes only) Remark Code on the notification. This remark code indicates that the carrier has accepted the quality data and that the quality data code (QDC) was submitted to the CMS national claims history file for use in PQRI analysis. Please note that the N365 Remark Code does not confirm that the QDC was submitted accurately; it only ensures that CMS received it for PQRI analysis. 

If the N365 remark code is not included in the remittance advice, follow these steps: 
1. Verify that your office filed the claim correctly initially. 
2. Make sure a claims scrubber is not removing quality data codes. 
3. If the PQRI code was correctly reported and the claims scrubber has not removed it, call your carrier or Medicare administrative contractor with specific claims you want to have investigated. 

If you have questions about PQRI, contact cburley@facs.org. 
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"MEET THE EXPERT" LUNCHEONS TO FOSTER INFORMAL DISCUSSION 

Again this year during the Annual Clinical Congress, "Meet the Expert" luncheons will be held to offer meeting attendees an opportunity to interact with leading experts on a more informal basis. Scheduled for Monday-Wednesday, October 12-14, 1:15-2:15 pm, the luncheons will cover the topics of prostate cancer, neurosurgery, thoracic outlet syndrome, chest wall deformities, aortic graft infection, thyroid cancer, and cerebrovascular disease. The cost of each luncheon is $45, which includes a box lunch. Advance registration is required and is available online, along with the complete list of luncheons, at http://www.facs.org/clincon2009/registration/. For more information, contact gdykman@facs.org. 

********************************************************************
DONATE YOUR OLD LOUPES AT THE CLINICAL CONGRESS 

Loupes Around the World, in partnership with Designs for Vision, Inc., can recycle your old loupes into new custom loupes for surgeons who would otherwise be unable to obtain this technology. As part of the "Recoup the Loupes" program, old loupes (from any manufacturer) will be collected during the Clinical Congress at the Operation Giving Back and Designs for Visions, Inc. booths in the Exhibit Hall, in the West Building of the McCormick Place Convention Center. Donations are tax deductible. 

Loupes Around the World is a unique and charitable organization established by David Clough Knight, MD, FACS, in 2007 after visiting several hospitals in Cambodia and Vietnam where surgeons were operating without the aid of loupes. 

For further details on this program and other ways to contribute, visit http://www.loupesaroundtheworld.org/. 

********************************************************************

2010-2012 FACULTY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS AVAILABLE 

The American College of Surgeons is offering two-year faculty research fellowships to its Associate Fellows and Fellows in the U.S. and Canada. One, the C. James Carrico Faculty Research Fellowship, is dedicated to the study of trauma and critical care. The other, the Franklin H. Martin Faculty Research Fellowship, is awarded to the application that is ranked the highest in any other surgical specialty. The fellowships provide $40,000 per year for each of two years. The closing date for receipt of completed applications and all supporting documents is November 2, 2009. Applicants will be notified of the results by March 1, 2010.   

For further details and the application form, visit http://www.facs.org/memberservices/acsfaculty.html or contact kearly@facs.org. 
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ASSOCIATION FOR ACADEMIC SURGERY ANNOUNCES ITS FALL COURSES 

The Association for Academic Surgery (AAS) invites members of the American College of Surgeons (ACS) to attend the 2009 AAS Fall Courses, scheduled for October 9-10 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, just prior to the ACS Clinical Congress. 

The two courses, "Fundamentals of Surgical Research" and "Career Development" offer opportunities for Medical Student Members, Resident Members, Associate Fellows, and Fellows to learn how to be successful in academic surgery. The meeting also provides an excellent opportunity for interacting with AAS leadership and establishing important mentoring relationships. 

New for 2009: The courses will be held on separate days to make it possible to attend both of them. 

20th Annual Fundamentals of Surgical Research Course 
Friday October 9, 2009 

During this course, participants will learn: 
- key activities of a successful surgeon scientist   
- essential points in a scientific abstract, paper, and research application 
- differences between outcomes, clinical, and education research   
- mapping out a strategy for achieving balance in both work and home life   

5th Annual Career Development Course 
Saturday, October 10, 2009 

During this course, participants will learn: 
- strategy development for balancing clinical and academic responsibilities   
- critical evaluation methods for an offer of an academic position   
- methods for identifying appropriate mentors for each aspect of an academic career   
- developing an effective strategy for getting promoted   
- basic grant proposal writing--for example, for a career development grant   

Complete details on the program, speakers, and registration are available at http://www.aasurg.org/fallcourses.htm. For more information, contact registration@aasurg.org, or call 310-437-1606, ext 128. 
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FREE PRACTICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTS AT CLINICAL CONGRESS 

The American College of Surgeons once again is offering complimentary 20-minute practice management consultations at the Clinical Congress, October 11-15, in Chicago, IL. Economedix consultants Tom Loughrey and Richard Ley will be available to discuss such issues as staffing, practice transitions, financial management, patient flow, retirement, strategic planning, and so on. To take advantage of this opportunity, register online at http://www.yourmedpractice.com/Ex/9/ACS-Consultants-Corner.htm, or sign up onsite at Clinical Congress. Sessions will be offered from 9 am to 4:30 pm, Monday, October 12, and Tuesday, October 13, and from 9 am to noon, Wednesday, October 14. 

********************************************************************

OPEN MIKE SESSION ON SURGICAL VOLUNTEERISM AT CLINICAL CONGRESS 

Operation Giving Back (OGB) will host an Open Mike Session on Surgical Volunteerism during the upcoming Clinical Congress, on Tuesday, October 13, from 1:15 to 2:15 pm in the West Building of the McCormick Place Convention Center, Room W-475 AB. This forum will provide a chance for meeting attendees to share their experiences with volunteer outreach, present challenges they have encountered, or share useful tips and insights with colleagues. This is expected to be a lively and information-rich hour, during which participants will have three to five minutes to tell a story, pose a challenge, or stimulate discussion. Early sign-up is encouraged, so those who are interested in participating in this session should contact ogb@facs.org. Space permitting, a sign-up sheet will be available at the OGB booth until the afternoon of Monday, October 12. 

********************************************************************

SURGERY ORAL EXAMINATION COURSE SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 

The Dartmouth Clinical Performance & Oral Examinations in Surgery course will be offered October 14-16, toward the end of the American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress in Chicago, IL. This three-day course will provide an opportunity for surgeons who did not pass the certifying examination or senior residents who anticipate having difficulty with the certifying examination to receive individual feedback on their oral communication skills and knowledge base from a selected national faculty. All participants will be videotaped in a mock certifying examination and then assigned a debriefing session. Each debriefing will include a behavioral analysis, discussion of areas of weakness, a plan for improvement, and questions for review along with a DVD of the participant's mock examination. 

For a full description of the course and registration information, visit http://oralboardreview.net or contact Pamela.Rowland@Dartmouth.edu. 
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SGO SEEKING ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS FOR ANNUAL MEETING ON WOMEN'S CANCERTM 

Members of the American College of Surgeons who are women's health care providers conducting cutting-edge research in gynecologic oncology are invited to submit an abstract and/or surgical film for consideration for presentation at the Society of Gynecologic Oncologists (SGO) 41st Annual Meeting on Women's CancerTM, March 14-17, 2010, at the Moscone West Convention Center in San Francisco, CA. The "Call for Abstracts" submission Web site for the meeting is now open and available at http://www.sgo.org/. 
    
Abstracts and/or films being submitted should contribute to increased education on women's cancer in at least one of the following subjects: 

- Breast Cancer 
- Cervical Cancer 
- Chemotherapy 
- Clinical Practice Issues 
- Clinical Trials 
- Endometrial Cancer 
- Gestational Trophoblastic Disease/Vulvar and Vaginal Cancers/Rare Tumors/Sarcomas 
- Hereditary Cancers and the Role of Genetics 
- Ovarian/Fallopian Tube/Peritoneal Cancer 
- Quality of Life 
- Surgical Techniques/Robotics/Minimally Invasive Surgery 
- Translational Research 

New to this year's annual meeting is the "Seminal Abstract Session" highlighting studies and data that have had, or will have, a major impact on the care of women with gynecologic cancers. Data that have been previously published and/or presented at other prominent national or international meetings may be submitted. To submit an abstract for consideration for this session, please select "previously presented." These studies will be evaluated and considered for inclusion in this "new" plenary session. 

The deadline for all submissions is October 13, 2009, at 11:59 pm CDT. Membership in SGO is not required for any author noted on an abstract or film submission.   

To submit an abstract, and/or surgical film, visit http://www.sgo.org/content.aspx?id=2742. For further information regarding SGO’s Annual Meeting, visit http://www.sgo.org/. 
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