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HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK:

ACS Eval uates Proposed Senate Finance Conmittee Legislation

Ravdin Lecture in Basic Sciences to focus on Regenerative Medicine
Call for 2010 Residents Trauna Papers Conpetition

Pel vic Robotic Surgery Course to be Offered at ACS dinical Congress
EAST Now Accepting Applications for Two Research Schol arshi ps

2009 dinical Congress Ofers Wde Variety of Sessions

Mentored Cinical Scientist Devel opnent Award Announced

Chapter Showcase during Cinical Congress to Focus on Col | aboration
Donate Your A d Loupes at the dinical Congress

Surgery Oral Examination Course Schedul ed for Cctober
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ACS EVALUATES PROPOSED SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE LEGISLATION

On Septenber 16, Sen. Max Baucus (D- M), Chairman of the Senate Finance Conmittee,
rel eased proposed health care reformlegislation titled "America's Healthy Future
Act of 2009." At press tinme, staff of the American Coll ege of Surgeons (ACS)

Di vi sion of Advocacy and Health Policy were studying the bill and weighing its
potential effects on patient access to surgical care. In addition, the ACS Health
Policy Advisory Goup is neeting in Washington to develop a fornmal response to the
pr oposal

While the bill does not include neasures to reformthe sustainable growth rate
(SGR) formula used to cal cul ate Medi care paynents, it would replace a schedul ed 22
percent Medicare paynent cut in 2010 with a 0.5 percent increase. Hence, the SCR
would remain in place for future years; as a result, Mdicare paynents woul d be
schedul ed to be cut between 25 and 30 percent in 2011. The proposal al so contains
several other provisions of interest to surgery that College | eadership and staff
are closely evaluating in advance of the bill's consideration in the Senate. The
Fi nance Conmittee is scheduled to neet to consider the "Anerica' s Healthy Future
Act of 2009" on Septenber 22. For nore information about the "Anerica's Healthy
Future Act of 2009," go to http://finance.senate. gov.
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RAVDIN LECTURE IN BASIC SCIENCES TO FOCUS ON REGENERATIVE MEDICINE

"Reparative, Replacenent and Regenerative Medicine" will be the topic of the I.S
Ravdin Lecture in Basic Sciences, to be presented on Wednesday, Cctober 14, from
2:30 to 3:15 pmduring this year's dinical Congress in Chicago, IL.

The named |l ecture will be given by Mchael T. Longaker, MDD, FACS, director
children's surgical research, department of surgery, Stanford (CA) University
School of Medicine. Dr. Longaker's work in regenerative nedicine has centered on
the scarring process and why wounds frominjury scar rather than regenerate. The
current status of stemcell biology and potential ways for |ocating and deriving
stemcells will be explored as well as the connection between the trend toward

| ess invasive surgery and regenerative nedicine.

The 1.S. Ravdin Lecture has been sponsored by the I.S. Ravdin Surgical Society
since 1964 to honor |1.S. Ravdin, MD, FACS, by pronoting the application of the
basi ¢ sciences to surgery.



For nore information, visit
http://ww.facs.org/clincon2009/scientific/lectures. htnl.
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CALL FOR 2010 RESIDENTS TRAUMA PAPERS COMPETITION

Papers are now being accepted by the American Coll ege of Surgeons (ACS) Conmittee
on Trauma for the 2010 Residents Trauma Papers Conpetition, which will be held
during the Cormittee on Traunma Annual Meeting, March 10-12, 2010, in Las Vegas.

The Residents Trauma Papers Conpetition is open to general surgery residents,
surgical specialty residents, and trauna fell ows. The papers shoul d describe
original research in the area of trauma care and/or prevention, categorized as
either basic laboratory research or clinical investigation

The papers conpetition is funded by the Eastern and Western States Comittees on
Trauma, Region 7 Conmittees on Traunma, Weth Pharnaceuticals, the National Trauna
Institute, and the ACS

Papers should be sent to the appropriate ACS State/Provincial Chair. Alist of
chairs can be found at http://ww.facs.org/trauna/regional.htnl.

The dates for regional conmpetitions will vary, but the deadline for subm ssion of
papers to the Region Chiefs is Novenber 13, 2009. For additional information,
visit http://ww.facs.org/trauna/traumapapers. htnl, contact bblackwod@ acs. org,
or call 312-202-5380.
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PELVIC ROBOTIC SURGERY COURSE TO BE OFFERED AT ACS CLINICAL CONGRESS

The di dactic postgraduate course PGL8 Pelvic Robotic Surgery will be held on
Sunday, Cctober 11, from9:00 amto 4:30 pmat the Anerican Coll ege of Surgeons
Clinical Congress in Chicago, IL. The session will provide a collaborative
atmosphere in which interested general surgeons, gynecol ogi sts, and urol ogi sts can
revi ew detail ed pelvic anatony, general robotic techniques, and suturing, as wel
as specific procedures on a wi de range of pelvic conditions. Advanced ninimally

i nvasi ve surgical techniques will also be presented. The course will include

mul tiple video presentations, |ectures, and case presentations.

For nore information, visit
http://web2. facs. org/cc_program pl anner/ Detail Sessi on_2009. cf n?PCCYEAR=2009&SESSI O
N=PG1 8 &CROUP=CP&KEYWORD=
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EAST NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR TWO RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS

The Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma (EAST) is accepting applications
for two schol arshi ps supported by the EAST Foundation--the Trauma Research

Schol arship and the John M Tenpleton, Jr., MD, FACS, Injury Prevention
Schol ar shi p.

Sept enber 30, 2009, is the application deadline for the Trauna Research
Schol arship. For nore information, visit
http://ww. east. org/ Portal/Default.aspx?tabi d=58.

Cct ober 31, 2009, is the deadline for the John M Tenpleton Jr., MD, FACS, Injury
Prevention Schol arship http://ww. east.org/Portal/Default.aspx?tabi d=192.

The Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma provi des | eadership and
devel opment for young surgeons active in the care of the injured patient. For
additional information on these two research schol arshi ps or EAST, visit



http://ww. east.org/.
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2009 CLINICAL CONGRESS OFFERS WIDE VARIETY OF SESSIONS

The American Coll ege of Surgeons Cinical Congress in Chicago, IL, will feature
nuner ous sessions to acconmodate all specialties. The Committee for the Forum on
Fundament al Surgical Problenms has selected nore than 300 abstracts to be presented
in 29 Surgical Forum sessions. In addition, a broad-range of Panel sessions will

al so be avail abl e.

The follow ng Surgical Forum sessions will be presented throughout the dinica
Congress, and each session will take place separately on Thursday, October 15,
from8:00 to 11: 00 am

Critical Care 111
Moder ated by: Lorne H Bl ackbourne, MD, FACS, and Thomas J. Esposito, MD, FACS

Alimentary Tract 111
Moderated by: John C. Alverdy, MD, FACS, and Ali Tavi kkolizadeh, MBBS, FRCS

Quality, Outcomes and Costs 111
Moderated by: Janice N. Cormier, MD, FACS, and Louis L. Nguyen, MD, FACS

Plastic Surgery 111
Moderated by: H Peter Lorenz, MD, FACS, and Jason A. Spector, MD

Vascular Surgery 11
Moderated by: Matthew J. Eagleton, MD, FACS, and Heitham T. Hassoun, MD, FACS

For nmore information, visit http://ww.facs.org/clincon2009/scientific/forumhtn.

Also to be presented on Thursday is the panel session "How to Succeed in the

Hi ghly Conpetitive Wrld of Grant Funding," noderated by Leigh A Neumayer, MD
FACS, and Ceoffrey C. @urtner, MD, FACS. The objectives of this session are to
provi de an overview of the role of the surgeon-investigator in advancing research
and in clinical surgery; discuss the inportance of identifying and frami ng the
research project; reviewthe steps involved in the preparation of a grant
proposal ; and describe how a grant is processed, evaluated, and scored after
submi ssi on.

For nore information, visit http://ww.facs.org/clincon2009/scientific/panel.htnl.
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MENTORED CLINICAL SCIENTIST DEVELOPMENT AWARD ANNOUNCED

The American Coll ege of Surgeons (ACS) and the Anerican Association for the
Surgery of Traunma (AAST) have announced the C owes ACS/ AAST NI GVS Ment or ed

Clinical Scientist Devel opnent Award, a shared award to provide suppl enenta

salary funding of up to $75,000 per year for an individual who has received a KO8
or K23 fromthe National Institute for General Medical Science. This award program
offers a means to facilitate the career devel opnment of individuals pursuing
careers in trauma surgery research.

Pre-existing applications and awards are not eligible for consideration, and
awar dees nust be nenbers in good standing of the College and eligible for
menbership in AAST. The application deadline is Cctober 12, 2009. For further
details, visit http://ww.facs. org/ nenberservi ces/acs-aast-ni gns. ht il or contact
kearl y@acs. org.
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CHAPTER SHOWCASE DURING CLINICAL CONGRESS TO FOCUS ON COLLABORATION

The annual Chapter Showcase, which is an education programthat focuses on new
prograns and activities being |l ed by chapters of College, will be held during
Clinical Congress on Tuesday, COctober 13, beginning at 2:00 pm at MCorm ck Pl ace
Convention Center (Room W193A, Level 1).

The theme for this year's showase is "collaboration,” and two chapters (Chio and
Tennessee) will share their chapter experiences and reveal how these new

rel ati onshi ps have benefitted their chapters' visibility and influence. In
addition, chapter |eaders also will have an opportunity to di scuss how corporate
sponsorship is affecting their education prograns.

The Chapter Showcase agenda can be viewed at
http://ww. facs. org/ about/ chapt ers/ showcase2009. ht i . For nore information, cal
the chapter hotline at 1-888-857-7545, or contact acschapters@ acs. org.
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DONATE YOUR OLD LOUPES AT THE CLINICAL CONGRESS

Loupes Around the World, in partnership with Designs for Vision, Inc., can recycle
your old | oupes into new custom | oupes for surgeons who woul d ot herwi se be unabl e
to obtain this technology. As part of the "Recoup the Loupes" program old | oupes
(fromany manufacturer) will be collected during the dinical Congress at the
Operation Gving Back and Designs for Visions, Inc. booths in the Exhibit Hall, in
the West Buil ding of the McCormick Place Convention Center. Donations are tax
deducti bl e.

Loupes Around the World is a unique and charitabl e organi zati on established by
Davi d C ough Knight, MD, FACS, in 2007 after visiting several hospitals in
Canbodi a and Vi et nam where surgeons were operating without the aid of |oupes.

For further details on this program and other ways to contribute, visit
http://ww. | oupesar oundt hewor| d. org/ .
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SURGERY ORAL EXAMINATION COURSE SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER

The Dartnouth Cinical Performance & Oral Exam nations in Surgery course will be
of fered Cctober 14-16, near the end of the Anmerican College of Surgeons Cinica
Congress in Chicago, IL. This three-day course will provide an opportunity for
surgeons who did not pass the certifying exanination or senior residents who
anticipate having difficulty with the certifying exam nation to receive individual
feedback on their oral communication skills and know edge base froma sel ected
national faculty. Al participants will be videotaped in a nock certifying

exam nation and then assigned a debriefing session. Each debriefing will include a
behavi oral anal ysis, discussion of areas of weakness, a plan for inprovenent, and
questions for review along with a DVD of the participant's nock exani nation.

For a full description of the course and registration information, visit
http://oral boardrevi ew. net or contact Panel a. Row and@art nout h. edu
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